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of an ancient or modern type, has marvellous power against
disease ; and their belief received what they regarded as
a signal confirmation when the cholera visited Urmi in
1905. Mussulmans took, of course, no precautions against
it; for how could merely boiling the water frustrate the Will
of .Allah ? The marvel is that the whole of their quarters
of the town were not depopulated, when one considers the
conditions under which they live. It was not unusual,
for instance, to see dead bodies washed before burial in the
conduit of drinking water ! One can only assume a relative
immunity, acquired originally, but transmitted by inheri-
tance, to this and similar filth diseases ; and the point may
be worth study, as throwing light on the question whether
acquired characteristics can pass by inheritance.
Christians, as a general rule, took the precautions that the
European missionaries advised : with the result that while
four thousand Mussulmans died in the city alone (the numbers
in the villages were unknown), only five individual Christians
perished; and one of these was a Christian scientist who
refused to boil his water. Mussulmans held that Azrael
was showing undue partiality to infidels, and many of them
even put the Cross over their doors to deceive him! One
would like to investigate the state of mind that dictated
that act ! Fancy trying to fool the Angel of Death !
There, was, of course, a good deal of panic, and every
stomach-ache was put down as cholera at first. One man
even declared that he had seen the fatal microbes following
the American doctor about, " like little dogs " ; but the
general belief was that he had been indulging in strong
prophylactics !
Almost all the Mussulmans in Urmi itself, and the plain
around it, are of the Shiah persuasion, as good Persians
should be. In consequence the celebrations of Mohurram
axe particularly striking. Long processions of mourners
parade through the streets, beating their breasts, and mourn-
ing for the martyrs Hassan and Hosein; while occasional
bands of devotees rush by in white garments striking at
their shaven heads with the heavy " Mohurram knives "
(which are really short broadswords of old Roman pattern),